
Faith & Fellowship Part 3- ON MISSION 12.17.2023
LINK TO FULL MESSAGE NOTES

MISSION DEFINED: The Missio Dei and the Imago Dei - The Mission of God is to see His image
reflected back to Him from humanity that rules and reigns with Him in the earth! Nothing has changed
His mind about this mission. Not even the fall in the garden (Gen. 3). Jesus’ incarnation has restored
humanity to this original calling! Praise the Lord!

READ: Gen. 1:26-28 ….
QUESTION:What does it tell us about God that He has been so committed to His mission and
original calling for humanity, that not even our rebellion was enough to change His mind?

INDIVIDUAL MISSION:
● To believe in the Lord - Romans 10:9, John 1:12-14
● To behold the Lord- Hebrews 1:1-4, Colossians 1:15, Romans 1:16-17, Romans 5:19,

Colossians 1:27, Psalm 27:4
● To be made like the Lord- 2 Cor 3:18, Romans 8:15-20, Romans 8:28-29, Mark 10:45, John

14:12

QUESTION:When it comes to the three B’s of our individual mission, which one sticks out to you the
most and why? Which one would you say comes more naturally to you as it relates to your focus and
passion? Which one do you need to work on the most as we go into 2024!

THE GOAL OF OUR MISSION: To make the Lord known and glorify Him!!!
John 17:3, Isaiah 43:7, Habankuk 2:14

MISSION OF THE CHURCH: (1) The mission of the Church is to function as a holy temple and
priesthood (1 Peter 2:5-9), (2) live as a faithful bride (2 Corinthians 11:2) and be (3) the physical body
of Jesus (Romans 12:4-8), (4) who makes mature and obedient disciples (Matthew 28:18-20) that (5)
do good works/ serve (Ephesians 2:8-10/Matthew 10:7-8/Matthew 25:31-46) (6) for the Glory of God
(1 Corinthians 10:31) and (7) the salvation of others (Jude 1:23).

Jude 1:23- save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even
the garment stained by the flesh. (Who are five people that you desire God to use you to share the
gospel with, to love into the Kingdom of heaven and see rescued from the kingdom of darkness and
hell?)

What is the Role of Faith in the Mission?-We must put our faith in the power of the proclamation of
the gospel of the Kingdom and the person of Jesus Christ. Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of
the gospel (proclamation) of Christ (person), for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

https://gardencitychurch.tv/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Faith-Fellowship-Part-3-MSG-Notes.pdf


Do we believe that we need Jesus to fulfill our mission and reach the lost?- As it relates to faith,
one question we need to ask ourselves is do we really believe that without Him we can do nothing.
John 15:4-5 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides
in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

Do we believe the promises of reward for our labor? - It’s good to do things out of love, but Jesus
actually uses rewards as the most common form of motivation. Think of some of the commands and
promises from the sermon on the mount, in Matthew 5-7. For example:

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute…rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
in heaven.” -Matthew 5:11-12

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…for
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” -Matthew 6:19-21

Being on mission together looks like corporate obedience to the Great Commandment and the
Great Commission (Matthew 22:37-39, Matthew 28:18-20)

The Great Commandment and the Great Commission were both given to a family and a priesthood.
They are only ever meant to be fulfilled by the corporate body and bride of Christ.

INTERESTING FACT:When it comes to the church’s mission we know it requires the power of the
Holy Spirit to walk this out. When it comes to the commissioning of the disciples there are five
commissioning passages in the new testament. All of them include encountering the Holy Spirit as a
necessity (Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-18, Luke 24:46-50, John 20:20-23, Acts 1:6-8)!!

What stands in the way?

● We don’t love Jesus enough to prioritize obedience to Him, nor are we driven by His
inheritance being received fully (John 14:15, Ephesians 1:17-23, Psalm 2, Malachi 1:11,Rev
7:9). Part of loving Jesus is longing for Him to receive His reward in the earth!

● We don’t believe that we are needed (Ephesians 4, Rev. 1:6, Rev. 5:8-10).
● We don’t feel qualified (Matthew 28:18-20, Ephesians 2:8-10).
● We haven’t taken personal responsibility and ownership to participate.

PRAYER: Spend time praying for increased love and passion for Jesus to receive His inheritance in
us (His saints/Ephesians 1:18), and in the nations (Psalm 2:8).

While there is genuine opposition to the mission of God, we must acknowledge that
sometimes we create our own barriers. The Bible gives some general categories for these-

● In Mark 4 Jesus give us 3 categories: cares of the world, the deceitfulness of riches and the
desires for other things.

● Hebrews 12:1 gives 2 general categories: weights and sin.
● 1 John 2:15-17 give us theee more: the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes, and pride

of life.



PRAYER: Spend time praying for the Holy Spirit to expose what the individual obstacles or barries to
obeying the great commandment and the great commission may be and that grace and strength to
overcome those barriers would be given!

IMPORTANT CLOSING ANNOUNCEMENTS: As we close out this season of our Home Church
rhythm and prepare for 2024, we can’t thank you enough for your commitment and investment in this
space. Share with your Home Church what new rhythms you are going to make space for in 204 (for
example..presence and word group/disciple making community/no longer meeting).

We are expectant that through the 2024 Disciple Making training focus we are going to be able to
relaunch Home Churches in 2025 stronger than ever!

Finally we hope you join us Wednesday December 20th at 7pm for our annual CHRISTMAS IN THE
GARDEN service as we celebrate the birth of our King!! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!


